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g N
he penpheral natlons always pay the heavxest toll.-
The tragxc course of Cambodla S" hrstory after

- east Asia'n:s_‘- only one instance‘ ,of this princip

Krssmger s conduct’ of ‘American foreign policy was mark ed _

i'by repeated lesser-known interventions,” both covert: and
mlhtary, in the affar S “of numerous countnes. >

3~ There  were: many*,srdeshows, and one of them wa in"
Bangladesh Krssmgers role wrth respect to’ that hardly
rotxced country, whrch was bom out of the bloody cml war R

:0f'1970-71, raises’ “additional drsturbmg questions about the

cymcal assumpnons that mﬂuenoed our-foreign policy dur-~

ing-the Krssmger years.. One’ result of Kissinger’s “nlt" »
pohcy toward Pakistan’s mrlrtary regime during that-civil
- war was to help. prolong a confhct that ultxmately claimed
nearly a mllhon ‘casualties- and crwted more than erght i

million refugefs rAnd yet, in large measure because Asran

rather than Amencan ‘blood was sprlled ‘the record of Krs- “

smger s covert maneuvenng in Bangladsh has- remamed

Ever since columnist’ J ack A’nderson obtamed transcnpts .
of National Secunty Council rneetmgs concerning the 1971: ',
Bangladesh cnsrs, we have known that Krssmger vxewed the&
tiltto Pakxstan as a necessary mgredrent of his Chma pohcy," §

and, of coursein: retrospect hxs opemng toChma wasa key,
‘to’his bureaucratxc staymg power»m the Nixon Admmrstra-
~tron ’Now new documentary i e denoe, extensrve mtervrews
_"wnh State Department and Central Intelhgence Agency of-
Aficials and access to some 150 interviews conducted in cc
‘nection wrth_:

‘Endowment for Internatxonal Peace~make ‘it possrble to
.reconstruct the covert facet of the tilt policy. To Krssmger,

“Bangladesh'was an irritant threatemng to upset more impor- -

- tant global realxgnments already in: motion, and so:he set

<about by"secret diplomacy, to; “break :up the Bangladesh
vAwamr ngue, ‘which was in the forefrom of that country '

struggle for- mdependence ¥,
" Whatis pamcularly startlmg,ihowever, about this new in--

formatxon. is that a coup d” etat four ymrs later: (on-August.f

£ 15, 1978) which overthrew thesocral democratic Govemment )

& “of Sheik- Mupbur Rahman was ‘organized by the same nght-":l

21 June 1980

-aborted study sponsored ‘bythe: Carnegre":j
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“Pakistani Army cracked down on Mupbur Kahman's aemo-!
. cratic. movement, dnvmg Pakistan into a civil war. that re-|
sulted in the crmtron of a new nation, Bangladesh out of '
f-the ashes of the former East Paistan. i+ 3+
> Within - the -American State: Department “these 'events
created a severe ‘and’ open- rift’¥ Desplte mass killings in
-Dacca carried out thh Amencan-supplzed weapons, Xissin-
ger ‘and his: natronal security aldefor South Asia, Harold
Saunders, supported thePakrstam junta and maintained a |
-tilt policy,: whrch‘resulted in a bxtter. drsagreement in the
forergn servrce. zTwenty U.S.: consular ‘officials, i led by
sAfcher: Blood;” the.consul ge neral-in Dao:z,‘mbled fromi
:;Easti Pakistanf their .collective dissent

e

TOur government has failed to denounce the’ suppression.
of. democracy. Our government has failed to, take forceful. .
¥ measures to protect its citizens while at the same time bend‘
mg over. backwards to placate theeWest Pak dommated

e e e e

*4ing democracy,‘condemmng the arrest.of .a leader of. a~
: democratxcally elected. majority. party. .z .. But-we have: |

fsovereign state. Private Americans have expressed dxsgust
We, as professxonal publrc servants,’

“This passronate indictment 2gainst massacte was ignored by i
szsrnger Durmg the spnng of 1971 the overriding, pnonty
-of U. S.Lpohcy in.South ‘Asia was Kissinger’s plan for a 1
dramatic shift in Sino-American refations. On July 9, in the
- midst of Pakistan’s civil war, he would travel secretly in a |
_ Pakistani aircraft from Islamabad to Peking. Kissinger’s ’
own. political . prospects within the Nixon Admumstratron i
were hinged on this- venture.,All other quesuons took a

subordinate posmon. ‘, R . .




